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PEMA REMINDS RESIDENTS TO BE READY FOR SPRING, SUMMER FLASH FLOODS 

ReadyPA.org Provides Resources to Help Families Create Emergency Kits, Plans

HARRISBURG – Because spring and summer storms bring the threat of flash flooding, state officials today reminded Pennsylvanians that planning ahead can help prevent potential property loss due to flooding, and to prepare to act quickly whenever there is a risk of flash flooding.
“A big part of preparing citizens for flooding is simply educating them about the high risks we face here in Pennsylvania,” said Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency Director Robert P. French. “Pennsylvania is one of the most flood-prone states in the nation, so residents should take time to prepare. That includes checking insurance policies to ensure appropriate coverage including content and flood insurance, since it normally takes 30 days for new policies to become effective.

“Also, anyone living in a flood plain needs to memorize more than one evacuation route,” French said. “A family’s emergency plan should be reviewed regularly, so that each person knows where to go if a flood occurs while a family is separated. They should also make a family emergency preparedness kit and keep it within easy reach in case an evacuation is necessary.”

French said it is essential for the public to understand the important difference between a flash flood warning and a flash flood watch.  
A flash flood warning means that flooding is occurring and residents should move immediately to high ground. A flash flood watch means that flooding may occur, so residents should stay alert and watch rivers and streams. If waters rise, they should be prepared to move to high ground quickly. 

One tool available to help citizens prepare is www.ReadyPA.org, which outlines 10 potential emergencies that Pennsylvanians may face so that citizens can be better prepared to respond appropriately. 
The Web site offers downloadable materials, including home and car emergency kit checklists and emergency plan templates. It also includes information about getting involved in local emergency response efforts and other volunteer opportunities. 
Citizens can also call toll-free, 1-888-9-READYPA (1-888-973-2397), for information on emergency preparedness.
ReadyPA is a statewide campaign aimed at motivating Pennsylvanians to take action to prepare for a disaster. The campaign is supported by the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency, Pennsylvania Citizen Corps, the Pennsylvania Department of Health, and volunteer organizations. It seeks to coordinate a cohesive statewide program and a call to action regarding emergency preparedness.
Information about year-round emergency preparedness and planning is available online at www.ReadyPA.org. 
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